
 
Evacuation of civilians from Dalma, Arcadia 

The Arcadian Armed Forces (AAF) have been waging a ten-year war against the Arcadian Liberation Front 

(ALF), a non-state actor. While the ALF had made significant gains in the early years of the conflict, over 

time the AAF has re-captured most territory, the with ALF remaining in control of two significant Arcadian 

cities and rural parts of the country at this stage.  

The conflict has been a brutal period for Arcadia, with 200,000 civilians estimated killed and over 2 million 

displaced. Notable features of the conflict include:  

• the use of explosive weapons in densely populated cities (accounting for the high rates of civilian 

casualties and displaced);  

• high rates of captivity, often resulting in ill-treatment and disappearances;  

• the AAF besieging urban centres for prolonged periods, severely restricting humanitarian aid into 

opposition-held territories.  

The city of Dalma has been besieged by the AAF for 3 years; people are not able to enter or leave. Civilians 

trapped inside Dalma are in a very vulnerable state, they lack food and electricity, their health system has 

collapsed, and aid very rarely is allowed in. Additionally, civilians are exposed to the risk of incoming 

explosive attacks (artillery and airstrikes). 

It is estimated that around 80,000 people are in Dalma, and around 5,000 of these are ALF fighters. 

Arcadian authorities plan to evacuate the city with their armed forces and police. They have publicly stated 

that the evacuation operation will “save lives and prevent ongoing suffering for the many civilians being 

held hostage by a few thousand terrorists”. The operation will involve: 

• Ordering civilians onto buses, fighters may not come on board 

• Moving civilians to a part of the country firmly under AAF control 

• Screening civilians upon arrival at the destination point, in case fighters are among them (and 

detaining any fighters) 

• Holding civilians in a displacement camp “up until such time it is safe for them to return to Dalma”. 

Location and conditions of the camp are not known.   

• Once civilians are removed, military operations against ALF fighters in Dalma will resume  

Civilians in Dalma have reported that while they wish to be removed from the fighting, they are concerned 

at leaving their homes and fear how the AAF and Arcadian authorities may treat them, even if they have 

not been fighters.  

 


